
 
 
 
 

The University High School Research Scholars Program 
 
Overview:  
 
Students who are accepted for this program will spend considerable time and effort to develop, 
research, and write an extensive thesis; they will also give an oral presentation of findings. 
Students will develop the initial idea for the project in the spring of their junior year, work on it 
over the summer, and continue the work through the first semester of their senior year.  They 
will earn one credit upon its successful completion.  Participation in this program will give a 
student significant experience in managing a complex independent research project, as well as 
the satisfaction of pursuing a topic of one’s own choosing.  It will give a student considerable 
training for college honors / thesis programs, and it will enhance applications for college 
admission. 
 
Students Interested in Becoming a Research Scholar Should: 
 
(1) Carry a grade point average that demonstrates academic success.  The GPA will influence the 

faculty’s decision to accept a proposal as a measure of likelihood that the research scholar’s 
project will reflect his or her commitment to scholastic achievement.  As a benchmark, a 
student with a 3.50 or higher grade point average in the desired area of study has the greatest 
likelihood of the proposal’s acceptance. 

 
(2) Clearly demonstrated the core values of commitment to excellence, personal responsibility, 

and mutual respect, support, and trust. 
 
(3) Have reached his / her junior year (students complete an application in the early spring of 

junior year and complete the project in senior year).   
 
(4) Have the approval of student’s mentor. 
 
(5) Submit a clear and well-organized document that has the following pieces:  
 
 a) An explanation of the project succinctly in an overview, and then describes the project in 

some detail.  While all projects become what they are in process, a proposal should 
demonstrate a goal and a plan to meet that goal.  A complete schedule for the project isn’t 



needed at this point.  For information on idea of the calendar that such a project usually 
follows, a student should see the section “Time for the Project” below.  The student should 
state clearly which academic department the intended project falls into. 

 
 b) A set of sources (“a research prospectus”) —lab, library, and/or field—that indicate some 

effort having been made by the student to investigate the topic he or she plans to study.  It is 
not the final research apparatus; it is instead an assurance that the student is truly interested in 
the topic, takes initiative, and understands that research is required throughout the project’s 
process.  Simply pasting in Wikipedia pieces is insufficient; possible elements of this part of 
the proposal could include interviews with one or more experts in the field of study, any 
books and/or articles already consulted or that could be consulted, and prospective locations 
for the work (e.g. a lab, library, organization, etc.) Note: the research resources the student 
lists must be available and accessible within the greater Indianapolis area. 

 
 c) A statement explaining why the student wishes to pursue this project.  This should include 

the student’s passion for the project, the relevance of the project to the student’s studies and 
future pursuits, and the student’s ability to handle the independence of this project. 

 
 d) A possible sponsor for the project—a faculty member who would advise the student, help 

set deadlines, and (if applicable) be in contact with the lab or organization for which student 
is working.  This part is optional at this point.  If student has some kind of contact set up 
already it should be noted.  If not, an advisor will be arranged; see the section “Advising” 
below. 

 
Including parts a – d together, the entire proposal should be about four pages long. It should 
be completed as a Word document (not completed within an e-mail message).  Proper 
grammar and standard margins are expected. 

 
The Next Step … 
 
Students who meet the above criteria should submit their proposal document electronically (as an 
attachment to an e-mail message) to the teachers of the department of the intended area of study.  
The deadline for application is the day that course registration forms are due (sooner, if 
possible).  No late applications will be considered.  The application should be sent to the 
teachers of the appropriate department; you should ‘cc’ Mr. Bradley. 
 
Ideally, the teachers of the appropriate department will select the students for this program 
before the end of April, so the student will be able to take this into account when registering for 
classes for his/her senior year.  Applicants should understand that a limited number of students 
will be selected for this program each year. 
 
If you have any questions about the application, you should speak with a member of the 
Academic Affairs Committee. 
 



Time for the Project: 
 
In total, a student in the Research Scholars Program takes on a half-year project (for one credit), 
which includes developing the initial idea in the spring of the junior year, extensive work in the 
pre-senior year summer, and a full first semester class period in senior schedule to finish the 
work. This requires a significant amount of the work to be done during the summer before the 
student’s senior year.  In addition, the student will sign up for an independent study period 
during first semester senior year that can be devoted solely for work on this project.  This is an 
independent study class; the student is on his / her own to manage this time well.  A student who 
signs up for an independent study period for this project may also (with permission of mentor 
and parents) also have a regular study hall period.  The project is to be completed by the end of 
the first semester of the senior year.   
 
Advising:  
 
Each student will have a content advisor, meaning a faculty member from the appropriate 
department who will help the student develop and refine his/her thesis, guide the student through 
background reading, advise the student on the content of the research, and guide the student 
through this program in terms of logistics, planning, and follow-through.  A major feature of 
successfully completing this program is managing a large project successfully. 
 
Each student should use his/her regular mentor as an additional resource.  While the content 
advisor is the ‘official advisor,’ the mentor, through regular meetings, can and should help a 
great deal in terms of helping the student through the steps of this program. 
 
Expectations About Final Paper / Project 
 
Humanities project (English, Social Studies, World Languages): 
 
The final paper should be a critique of existing work, influenced by primary sources. The final 
paper must contain some significant analysis / comparison / critique of sources (both secondary 
and primary) to receive a grade in the ‘A’ range.  The goal is not necessarily ‘ground-breaking’ 
research: after all, this is a high school project, not a Ph.D. thesis!   
 
Science / Mathematics project: 
 
Much as above. The goal in terms of content is independent thought / work that the student has 
done – but not necessarily ‘ground-breaking’ research.  This means actually crafting an 
experiment to run, rather than following a procedure already laid out.  In terms of either science 
or mathematics, the project is expected to build on knowledge already laid out – the student is 
not expected to invent a new field of study!  
 
  


