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Don't Miss 6th Annual UHS Alumni Reception at La Margarita
Are you in town for the holidays? If so, join University High School this
Friday, Dec. 23, from 2-4 p.m. for our 6th annual UHS Alumni
Reception!

Per tradition, the reception will be held at La Margarita, which is co-
owned by UHS alumnus Jon Rangel ('07). 

There will be free food and drinks for all alumni and guests. Chuck and
Nancy Webster will be there to greet you, as will several UHS teachers
and your fellow alumni. 

RSVP is not required, but it is appreciated. Email Adrianne
Glidewell Smith (aglidewell@universityhighschool.org) to let her know
if you can make it.  

Rangnekar ('04) and Troy ('04) Join
UHS Board of Trustees

University High School welcomed two new members to the
Board of Trustees this fall -- alumni Rohun Rangnekar ('04)
and Chandler Troy ('04). 

Rangnekar and Troy have blazed many trails in their time
at University High School. They were both members of the
first graduating class in 2004, and now they are the first
two alumni to serve on our Board of Trustees. 

Rangnekar is a Project Manager, Finance, at Indiana
University Health. Troy is an Assistant Vice President and
SBA Portfolio Manager at Byline Bank.

Alumni -- Join Us for Service Trip
to Bolivia in June

For the third consecutive year, University High School is
assembling a service team to travel to Bolivia in June
2017. This year, we're inviting University High School
alumni to join us!

The team will work with Niños Con Valor, a nonprofit that
serves abused and abandoned children in Bolivia. During
the week-long trip, you will learn about Bolivian culture,
work on a service project, and play with Bolivian children.

Email Stacey Summitt-Mann, science teacher, if you are
interested in joining us. If you're in town, plan to attend the
call-out meeting on Tuesday, Jan. 10 at 6 p.m. in the
Fairbanks Lobby.  

UHS Launches Alumni Parent
Association (UHSAPA)
A few months ago, some alumni parents came together
to form the University High School Alumni Parent
Association (UHSAPA). Their mission is to foster
fellowship among alumni parents and connection to the
school through social activities, service opportunities, and
communication.

On Thursday, Jan. 28 from 5-8 p.m., the UHSAPA is
hosting a Chili Dinner before a boys basketball game. All
alumni parents are invited. The cost is $7 for adults and $5
for students. All proceeds benefit the J-Term Scholarship
Fund.

If your parents would like to be added to the
UHSAPA mailing list, please send their contact information
to Adrianne Glidewell Smith at aglidewell@
universityhighschool.org. 

IndyStar Highlights Campus
Activism of Murdock ('14)
Anthony Murdock II ('14), a junior at Butler University, is
making headlines for his work to celebrate diverse
perspectives, raise cultural awareness, and promote
action-oriented activism on campus. A few weeks ago,
Murdock was one of three Butler students of color to sit
down with campus police and engage in a productive
conversation about the tensions between minorities and
law enforcement.

The IndyStar article begins, "Amid a national debate about
policing and race relations, a group of Butler University
students and police officers reached out to each other this
week in hopes of a closer relationship." Read full article.

Alex Caldwell ('05) Wins Emmy for
Super Bowl Work
And the Emmy goes to...Alex
Caldwell, University High
School Class of 2005.

Alex Caldwell was recently
honored with a Sports
Emmy for his work in graphics
as part of the CBS Sports
broadcast team for the airing of
Super Bowl 50 on February 7,
2016. Caldwell has worked in
television production since his
2009 graduation from the
University of Tampa (where he
earned a B.S. in Business –
Marketing and
Communication/Advertising.
Alex travels all over the country
for his work as Graphics
Operator/Coordinator, which
involves setting up the virtual
“First & Ten” (yellow line) and creating NextGen Stats
(player tracking graphics that show player speed, distance
traveled, etc.) during the NFL on CBS broadcasts for
Sports Media Technology (SMT) and CBS Sports.

When the football season ends, the IndyCar racing season
begins. As an Associate Producer for NBCSN and Pit Stop
Spotter for ABC/ESPN, Caldwell travels to each race and
uses his skills in photography and editing to produce
segments on drivers and shoot time-lapse videos showing
unique aspects of the city/location that are used in the live
telecast of the race. When the green flag drops, Alex
becomes Radio Producer and listens to drivers’ radios live
and, along with his editor, determines the best and most
important things drivers are saying and gets those
comments included in the on-air broadcast.

Congratulations to Alex Caldwell on winning the
Emmy and on all the great work he's doing!

Calling All Alumni with
Sustainability Majors or Jobs!
University High School is looking to engage with alumni
who have studied environmental science, sustainability or
science, society, and technology in college. We would also
love to connect with alumni who are working in those fields
or in natural resources. 

If this applies to you, please contact Stacey Summitt-
Mann, science teacher, at ssummittmann@
universityhighschool.org. 

Faculty and Staff Compile Book
Recommendations

Adding new titles to your reading list? Need gift ideas for a
fellow University alumnus? Our faculty and staff recently
compiled a list of books they love and recommend for high
school students and above. View the list.

Four Seniors Named National Merit
Semifinalists

Congratulations to University High School seniors Evan
Vesper, Elise Zaniker, Audrey Geipel, and Olivia Hwang,
who were named semifinalists in
the National Merit Scholarship Program. Learn more.

StageBlazers Present Fall Play,
"The Curious Savage"

This year's fall play was The Curious Savage, and the
University High School production opened in October to
big crowds. A few weeks later, the
StageBlazers announced that the spring musical will be
Monty Python's Spamalot.

Panel Discusses Empathy in
Political Discourse

To help students make sense of the contentious political
atmosphere this fall, a panel of local professionals
spoke at our Oct. 26 Community Day. The discussion
centered on a larger frame of reference for civility,
cooperation, and empathy in political discourse. View
video.

Six Students Write Novels in
November

November is National Novel Writing Month. To celebrate,
six students in University High School's novel writing class
spent the 30 days of November writing novels. All told, the
class wrote a combined 269,087 words. Learn more. 

University Students Selected for
Oaks Leadership Series

Junior Kiersten Weed and senior Sydney Krajewski were
recently selected for The Oaks Academy's 2016-17 Alumni
Leadership Series. At their first meeting, they spoke with
the president of Royal United Mortgage. Read more.

Girls & Boys Basketball,
Swim Team Start Strong

The winter sports season is off to a strong start. The boys
basketball team (5-1) defeated 1A state champion Liberty
Christian. The girls basketball team (8-2) beat Brebeuf and
Park Tudor. And the swim team won two of their first three
meets

Nine Students Recognized at
Carmel Arts Festival

University High School once again presented at the
Carmel International Arts Festival in September. Junior
Siro Zeng won Best of Show for her piece "Protest." Eight
other students were honored with Best in Media awards.

Note for all UHS Alumni: To submit
your own alumni note, please visit the
alumni update form on our website.

Jamie Matthews (’04) writes, “I have
just accepted a new job which will
start January 9, 2017. I have been
working at Oxford Financial Group
here in Carmel for the past 4.5 years.
But, starting in January, I will be
working at Addepar as a Client
Support Analyst. I am moving out to
the Salt Lake City area at the
beginning of the year for the new job.”

Natasha (Nevin-Gattle) Marone (’04)
writes, “I am loving my job in the field
of health care technology. I work as
the Director of Customer Support for
an Indianapolis-based company,
Healthx, Inc. […] UHS definitely
helped prepare me to feel
comfortable taking a job in a field I
wasn't super familiar with. It's such an
interesting and critical area to be
involved in, in today's world.”

In other big news, Natasha and her
husband, Tony, welcomed a baby boy
named Giovanni on November 5,
2016. They are loving life as a family
of three!

 

Julia McCarty (’05) is currently
working for the Susan G. Komen
Tissue Bank at the Mel & Bren Simon
Cancer Center. It is the only healthy
breast tissue bank in the world. She
organizes events where women
donate small samples of breast
tissue, and then she works with
researchers all over the world who
seek the healthy tissue to test for
differences between healthy tissue
and cancerous tissue.

Dr. Jenna Walls (’05) is currently in
her second year of residency with the
St. Vincent Family Medicine
Residency Program in Indianapolis.
She received her medical degree
from Ross University last year and
hopes to eventually complete a
fellowship in sports medicine.

Renee (White) Friesen (’06) writes,
“This past May, I married Jordan
Friesen in Houston, TX, which is
where we now live.  Shortly thereafter,
I accepted a new job at a boutique
consulting firm specializing in change
management consulting for the oil
and gas industry. I have been
consulting since I graduated with my
MBA from Vanderbilt’s Business
School in 2014.”

Kylie Kaspar (’08) graduated from
DePauw University and has been
employed at LeadGen for two years.
She is currently exploring grad school
programs.

Katie (Walls) Pugh (’08) and her
husband, Brandon, welcomed
identical twin boys, Logan James
Pugh and Jace Jeffrey Pugh, on
November 29, 2016.

Eryn Blair (’10) is living in New York
City and recently started teaching
yoga to some of the athletic teams at
Columbia University.

 

Justin Bair (’12) writes, “I graduated
from Indiana University in the spring
with a degree in economics. I moved
to Dallas, TX in August to accept a
job with Open Source Architect, a
company that specializes in Open
Source Technology. I am an Account
Manager. The company does not
have any physical boarders, so one of
my most recent clients is the largest
telecommunications provider of
Zimbabwe!”

Aayush Gupta (’12) writes, “I plan on
applying to medical school, so I’m
studying for the MCAT. I also plan on
taking a gap year, so I’m in the middle
of searching for jobs in Chicago. I
might be a medical scripe, work with a
nonprofit, or do some sociology
research with the University of
Chicago.”

Grace Harsha (’12) writes, “I
graduated from DePauw University in
May and got a job as a PT/OT Aide at
Hendricks Regional Health in August!
I also got 4th place in the Indiana
Dressage Society Championships at
Training Level in October.”

Sara Hindi (’12) writes, “In August, I
landed a full-time position as a Case
Manager at Exodus Refugee
Immigration. It is a nonprofit that
serves the resettlement needs of
refugees and other displaced people
fleeing persecution, injustice, and war
by welcoming them to Indianapolis.”

Catherine Lockhart (’12) writes, “I
graduated cum laude from IUPUI in
May with degrees in international
studies and Spanish. Since then I
have been working full-time at the
Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra in
corporate giving as the Corporate
Relations Associate. I live in Broad
Ripple with Rosie (my 5-year-old
Newfoundland) and my boyfriend."

Hannah Meinen (’12) writes, “I am
currently living in Madrid and working
as a Language Assistant in a high
school! I've been busy with traveling
and working, but I absolutely love it
here. After four months, I've visited
six Spanish cities and five countries --
with plenty more to come after the
new year!”

Mitch Tanner (’12) graduated from
DePauw University this year and is
now in his first year of law school at
the Indiana University Robert H.
McKinney School of Law.

Kevin Bates (’13) will graduate from
Indiana University this spring with a
degree in sports marketing and
management. He has accepted a
position with Coyote Logistics in
Chicago and will begin in May.

Clay Langley (’13) is a senior at
DePauw University and is double
majoring in computer science and
psychology. His senior thesis
integrates the two fields and is titled
“The Role of Personality in Strategy
Adaptation for Iterated Prisoner’s
Dilemma." After completing an
internship at Amazon last summer, he
accepted a position as a Software
Development Engineer at Amazon.
He will move to Seattle and begin
work this summer.

 

Leah Lovely (’13) is a senior at
Butler University and is starting a new
position as a Behavioral Therapist at
Access Behavioral Analysis in
Indianapolis. She will be working with
children on the autism spectrum.
Once she graduates in May, she will
transition into a full-time position
there.

Kevin Kaspar (’14) is a sophomore
at Butler University majoring in
finance. He still loves basketball and
enjoys coaching with
Indiana Primetime Sports. He also
plays Ultimate Frisbee for Butler.

Anthony Maranto (’14) is currently
serving as President of the Student
Business Leadership Academy at the
University of Indianapolis.

Benjamin Vesper (’14) attends the
College of Wooster and is studying
history and political science. He
shadowed with the Hamilton County
Superior Court Judge Nation this
summer, and he is now considering
law school upon graduation. He lives
in a house where, as part of his
house duties, he helps to run a coffee
and shake shop.

Moriah Atlas (’15) is currently an
intern with Pigasus Pictures. She
writes, “I'm in charge of basic
graphics and content for the social
media posts. I designed the logo for
Pigasus Horizons [the nonprofit arm
of Pigasus Pictures]. I also set up and
designed their website,
www.pigasuspictures.com. They
recently reached out to some IU
Kelley MBA students for some
consulting help, so I'm meeting with
the MBA students today to give my
perspective and opinion on their
projects.”

Anja Djupesland (’15) writes, “I’m
thinking of UHS often and all it has
given me. I am now a student at
Université Paul-Valéry, hence I am
living in Montpellier in southern
France. Here I'm doing a one-year
program in French language and
culture, and I’m enjoying all the city
has to offer while learning a
third language.”

Betsy Duck (’15) is a sophomore at
DePaul University in Chicago. She
co-founded the DePaul Womens
Improv Troupe – a “place for women
to thrive in comedy at DePaul.” The
troupe has about 30 members, and
they recently opened for a sketch
comedy group at Second City.

Robin MacKellar (’15) is a
sophomore at Dickinson College. She
is majoring in international business
and minoring in Italian. She hopes to
study in Bologna, Italy next fall. She is
currently the housing manager for her
sorority, Kappa Alpha Theta, and she
helped set up club volleyball program.

Jake Tanner (’15) is a sophomore at
DePauw University. He is in the
Management Fellows Program, and
he is also a kicker for the DePauw
University football team.

Collier Davis (’16) is enjoying his
freshman year at DePauw University.
He is planning to study abroad next
year.

Katharine Ruegger (’16) writes, “I'm
taking a gap-ish year at Dell'Arte
International School of Physical
Theatre in Humboldt County, CA,
completing the first year of their MFA
(as a conservatory certificate) before
heading off to a liberal arts undergrad
next fall. It's been a wild ride, but so
far, it’s a last minute choice I'm so
thankful for.”

Quick Links
UHS Website    My BackPack    School Calendar

UHS Athletics Website    Back-to-School Resource Center
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