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Welcome to Our Newest Alumni, the Class of 2017!
The biggest class in school history – 88 students –
graduated earlier this month in a ceremony at The Palladium
in Carmel.

As the biggest class, they were offered more merit
scholarship money than classes before them. And some of
them will be the first University High School alumni to attend
their chosen colleges. See infographic.

The ceremony was emceed by Maggy Dean. Derek Thomas
was the chosen faculty speaker, and Audrey Geipel,
Jonathan Wiersema, and Bronwynn Woodsworth spoke as
representatives of the Class of 2017. The videos are
available online.

The official graduation photo gallery, which contains several hundred beautiful photos by our own Jamie Owens is also
available online. Check out the photo gallery.

Join us in welcoming the 88 new graduates to the ranks of University High School Alumni!

Katie Rapport ('05) Leads Strategy
Team at Condé Nast

Katie Rappaport (‘05) recently
became the Senior Director of
Strategy at 23 Stories – the internal
Experience Agency housed within
Condé Nast. She leads a team of
Creative Strategists that create
custom opportunities and
experiences for brands across all of
the 22 iconic Condé brands (Vogue,

GQ, Wired, Architectural Digest, Glamour, Teen Vogue,
etc.). She resides in NYC.

Ted Herod ('07), Sarah (Healey)
Herod ('08) Produce Film for
Medical Conference

Ted Herod (‘07) and Sarah Healey Herod (‘08) produced a
short film that was shown in March at a geriatric health
conference in Carmel. The video, "What Matters," featured
older adults, several of whom participated in a
collaborative Year of Service project called Cyber-Seniors
that paired UHS students with older adults for technology
mentoring and to bridge generation gaps. Ted and Sarah
were assisted by current UHS students Christian Moore
(‘19) and Tommy Herod (‘18).

Work by Dimitri Georgakopoulos
('16) Published in Judicial Journal
Dimitri Georgakopoulos ('16), a student at Kenyon College,
did extensive research through University High School’s
Research Scholars program. He examined the makeup of
voting coalitions in tightly split decisions of the U.S.
Supreme Court and the Indiana Supreme Court. His
research contributed to an article published in the Fall
2016 issue of Judicature. It was titled, “A surprising look at
coalitions within the supreme courts of the United States
and Indiana.”

Jacob Sears ('17) Wins Event at
Midwest Rowing Championship

In May, Jacob Sears ('17) competed in the Midwest Junior
Rowing Championships men's varsity single competition, a
race where he is the sole rower. He finished first out of 40
rowers with a time of 7:31.7, nearly ten seconds faster
than the second-place finisher. Jacob advanced to the
2017 Youth National Rowing Championships held in
Sarasota, Florida where he placed 14th nationally. In July,
Sears will compete in the U.S. Rowing Club Nationals. He
plans to attend Northeastern University in Boston.

Elise Zaniker ('17) Named U.S.
Presidential Scholar

In May, Elise Zaniker ('17) was
selected as one of just 161
graduating high school seniors
nationally to be honored as
a U.S. Presidential
Scholar! Only two students in
Indiana were selected for this
honor. Elise plans to study at

Purdue University this fall.

Emily Zaniker ('15) Receives Award
for Undergraduate Research

Emily Zaniker ('15) was honored recently with a Fletcher
Undergraduate Research Award for outstanding research
in a summer grant project at Northwestern University.
Emily studied biodegradable materials as a treatment for
immune-mediated diseases. Read more.

Victoria Kreyden ('13) Wins Cell
Biology Competition

Victoria Kreyden ('13) a recent graduate of Butler
University with a double-major in biology and Spanish won
first prize in the undergraduate poster session at the 2016
American Society for Cell Biology (ASCB) meeting in San
Francisco, California, for her poster presentation
“Investigation of the neuronal functions of the SUMO
conjugating enzyme UBC-9 at the C. elegans
neuromuscular junction.” Read more.

Bronwynn Woodsworth ('17) Wins
1st Place in Writing Contest
Bronwynn Woodsworth ('17) won first place from over
1,500 submissions in Indiana in the Library of
Congress' Letters About Literature, a reading and writing
contest for students in grades 4-12. Students are asked to
read a book, poem, or speech and write to the author
(living or dead) about how the book affected them
personally. 

Bronwynn wrote her letter to Ivan Lalić about his poem
"Places We Love." Ivan Lalić who died in 1996, was a
Serbian poet known for his work on the nature of memory,
time, and perception.

Evan Vesper's ('17) Research
Scholars Work Published

Evan Vesper ('17) spent last summer surrounded by
mouse bones. Alongside Joseph M. Wallace, an associate
professor at IUPUI, Evan researched the effects that two
storage methods – freezing wrapped in saline-soaked
gauze and refrigerating soaked in ethanol – have on the
mechanical properties of mouse tibiae. This research was
done through IUPUI's Project STEM, and Evan completed
the research and developed a poster as part of that
program. Last fall, Evan took his work a step further, and
as part of his Research Scholars project at University High
School, he wrote a scientific article that was published in
Bone this past April. His piece is titled "Even with
rehydration, preservation in ethanol influences the
mechanical properties of bone and how bone responds to
experimental manipulation."

Olivia Adams ('17) Wins
Photographer's Forum Best of High
School Photography
Olivia Adams ('17) took 1st place in the high school
division of Photographer's Forum Best of College and High
School Photography. For the honor, Olivia received
$2,000 and a new camera. Her photo was in the April
edition of Photographer's Forum Magazine and will be
included in the magazine's annual hardcover book.

Indiana Chamber of Commerce
Names UHS One of the Best Places
to Work in Indiana

In March, University High School
was named one of the Best
Places to Work in Indiana, and in
May we learned just how good we
are! At the 2017 Best Places to
Work awards dinner, University
ranked #15 of the 49 small
companies who made the initial
list. This is the first year University
has entered the competition, and
we are thrilled to be recognized for
the positive faculty/staff culture
and strong community we have at
our school.

Look for University in
the CarmelFest Parade

For the first time, University High School will be marching
in the CarmelFest 4th of July Parade this year.

Students in our Technical Theatre class have designed a
float to fit the parade's "Hats Off to America" theme. If
you'd like to march with us, email Ashley Crockett-Lohr.

Lilly Endowment Awards Creativity
Fellowship to Kirstin Northenscold

English teacher Kirstin Northenscold has received a 2017
Lilly Endowment Teacher Creativity Fellowship for a project
called "Breads of America." The grant will allow
Northenscold to travel the U.S. this summer exploring the
resurgence of traditional baking techniques and the use of
heirloom grains. She will visit bakeries and farms, take
classes, and ultimately become a better baker, writer, and
educator.

Northenscold is one of 100 Indiana educators receiving
grants through the 2017 Teacher Creativity Fellowship
program. She joins Luke Crawley (2015) and Jake
Thurman (2016) to become the third University teacher to
win this fellowship in as many years.

StageBlazers' Spring
Musical Spamalot was Crowd-
Pleaser

The UHS StageBlazers closed their spring musical
production of Monty Python's Spamalot to rave reviews in
April.

A number of enthusiastic fans attended all three
performances, and at least one audience member noted
that this production was "the best UHS has ever done!"

Fast facts about the Spamalot performances:

487 attended over three days of performances.
93 hours of company rehearsal went into perfecting
the show.
41 students were involved in the cast, crew, and pit
orchestra.
10 seniors were part of the cast and crew – Olivia
Adams, Jacob Benson, Lauren Bounsall, Meghan
Lacy, Ray Lu, Jordan McQuiston, Patrick Naremore,
Tom Strasser, Julia Turner, and Ian Weiker.
2 seniors made their appearances in their first
UHS production.
4 seniors were involved in their 8th UHS production
(the maximum a student can complete).
One 13-1/2 foot tall Trojan rabbit made its first
appearance on stage at UHS.
Spamalot was acting instructor and musical director
Callie Hartz's 20th career production.

Students In Action Win Gold at
State Contest

UHS Students in Action (SIA), the 300-level Year of
Service group, was recently awarded the gold designation
in the regional Jefferson Awards competition.
 
In addition to participating in other groups, Students In
Action members presented data, stories, photos, and video
on University's leadership and community service activities
and earned gold, the highest level awarded to participating
schools!

Gloria Davidova ('20) Advances to
USA Gymnastics National
Championship

This spring, UHS student and rhythmic gymnast Gloria
Davidova ('20) fulfilled her dream of making Elite Level 10
at the U.S. Olympic training center in Lake Placid, New
York. She did so in amazing fashion, finishing as the top
Level 9 Senior in the country! In doing so she qualified for
the USA Gymnastics Nationals as a Senior Elite,
competing against the best girls in the country. Davidova is
now in the small group from which the U.S. 2020 Olympian
and alternate will be chosen.

Susana Bollinger Retires After 17
Years at UHS

After 17 years of teaching
Spanish at UHS, Susana
Bollinger retire at the end of this
school year. A well-attended
reception honoring Susana's
career and service to UHS was
held on May 25. Several alumni,
alumni parents, and faculty spoke
about Susana to those gathered.

Meet Our Five New
Faculty Members

University High School is excited to introduce five new
teachers who will join our faculty this fall. Please join us in
welcoming Kathleen Armato, Brandon Hogan, Dan Treber,
Christopher Hindsley, and Jill Woerner! Read more about
Armato, Hogan, Treber and Hindsley here, and about Jill
Woerner here.

IU Honors Program Leads
University Teachers Overseas

UHS French teacher Shannon Swann (pictured above
right at age 15) and Spanish teacher Moises Gómez-
Pastor were selected to be teachers with the IU Honors
Program in Foreign Languages this summer. Swann will
teach French culture to students in Saint-Brieuc, and
Gómez-Pastor will teach Spanish literature in Oviedo,
Spain.

Learn more about the IU Honors Program and the
personal connections Swann and Gómez-Pastor have to
the places where they'll be teaching.

Luke Crawley's Artwork in Second
Mini Golf Exhibit at IMA 

Science teacher and artist Luke
Crawley has once again created
mini golf holes for the
Indianapolis Museum of Art's
second annual Mini Golf at the
IMA exhibit. His solo work, A
Forest of Sound, is "a sonically
interesting experience."
Crawley also collaborated with
Quincy Owens for the creation
of 2058: the first mini golf hole
without ice.

Mini Golf at the IMA runs from May 28 to Sep. 3, 2017. For
more information, visit the IMA website.

UHS Starts Sparrow Club to
Support 6-Year Old

This Spring, UHS students learned about Sparrow Clubs,
watched a video introduction of 6-year old Olivia S.,
listened to her mother speak, and committed to starting
our own Sparrow Club to support Olivia and her
family. Read more...

Over 900 hours of eligible service hours were collected
by students through University's Year of Service program
and other projects!

Four Students from Class of 2018
Recognized as Rising Stars of
Indiana

This spring, the Indiana Association of School Principals
(IASP) announced the 2017 Rising Stars of Indiana, a
program that recognizes 11th grade students based on
their academic achievement. Congratulations to University
High School's own Alex Brinkman, Jay Maturi, Juliana
Messina, and Anna Turgeon for being recognized as
Rising Stars of Indiana!

Dance Marathon 2017 Raises
$14,000 for Riley

Records were broken in May at the 2017 UHS Dance
Marathon. As the event chairs Natalie Hellman ('17) and
Ariana Katz ('17) reported, the event raised $14,000 to
benefit Riley Hospital for Children. Congratulations to all
the students who danced! #FTK #SMC #WFAL

Jay Maturi ('18) Earns Grand Award
in International Competition

Recently, Jay Maturi ('18) received a third place award and
$1,000 at the Intel International Science and Engineering
Fair (Intel ISEF) for his research in plant sciences titled
"Optimization of Cellobiase Function in Breakdown of
Cellulosic Material Using Co-Enzymes: A Model for Biofuel
Enhancement."

Millions of students worldwide compete each year in local
and school-sponsored science fairs with approximately
1,800 advancing to Intel ISEF, the world’s largest
international pre-college science competition. Learn more
about Jay's research.

Note for all UHS Alumni: To submit
your own alumni note, please visit the
alumni update form on our website.

Meredith Faller ('07) is in her first
year of family practice residency at St.
Vincent Hospital.

Kylie Kaspar ('08) is moving to
Fountain Square and starting grad
school at the Lilly School of
Philanthropy (at IUPUI), pursuing a
master in Philanthropic Studies and a
certificate in Philanthropic
Management. She was awarded a
graduate assistantship position and is
in the process of interviewing around
the city.

Chris Dobbs ('09) is married and
living in Atlanta. He received his
master’s degree in philosophy from
Georgia State University and currently
works at the Georgia State
Encyclopedia.

Cory Lingner ('09) is performing in
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory on
Broadway 

Jessica Marks ('09) recently bought
a home and moved into it over
Memorial Day weekend.

Eryn Blair ('10) writes "I'm still living
in NYC and just started teaching at
the new CorePower Yoga on the
Upper West Side. It's the first one in
the city, and I was hired on as a
founding teacher. I've also been hired
as a yoga teacher for Columbia
University Athletics."

Matt Faller ('10) is working at Eco
Consultants, an environmental
company in Olympia, Washington. 

Abby Vorenberg ('10) has recently
completed her third year of teaching
in Cambridge, MA, and she is off to
New York City to earn her master's
degree in education. She will attend
Bank Street College of Education
while teaching at Bank Street's
School for Children.

Stephen Dobbs ('11) will attend
Stanford University this fall to pursue
a Ph.D. in geology.

Chris Thompson ('11) writes "My
news is that I got accepted into
Indiana University of Pennsylvania's
Applied Anthropology (program), MA
and I will be attending in the fall to
become an archaeologist."

Forrest Floyd ('12) graduated from
the University of West Florida in May
2017 and currently resides in
Pensacola, FL.

Niki Gates ('12) was a Field Team
Leader with AmeriCorps National
Civilian Community Corps (NCCC)
FEMA Corps this past February. She
took a team into the field to assess
the damage done by tornados in
February 2017. 

Kelly Pitman ('12) was awarded a
Master of Accountancy degree from
The University of Alabama during
ceremonies in May.

Hannah Meinen ('12) will be
attending DePaul University in
Chicago in the fall to pursue a Master
of Public Administration.

Cole Thomas ('12) graduated from
DePauw University in Spring 2016
with a major in computer science and
minors in classical studies and
history. In summer 2016, he began
work as an analyst in the Information
Technology Department of Eli Lilly
and Company in Indianapolis.

Daniel Berry ('13) graduated magna
cum laude from Colgate University
with a double major in Art and Art
History (concentration in studio art)
and Peace and Conflict Studies
(Honors). He has been accepted into
the University College London
graduate school for a Master of Urban
Studies for September 2017.

Karina Casey ('13) graduated June
2016 from Durham University
(England) from a Combined Honors
Program in Business, Anthropology,
and Art. She is currently attending
University College of London and is
enrolled in an MA program in
Publishing. She finished an internship
at Phaidon publishing in London in
January 2017.

John Cochrane ('13) recently
graduated from Bradley University
with a degree in electrical engineering
with a computer focus and minor in
marketing. He will start work on June
12 as the head software and controls
engineer for manufacturing firm
Contour Hardening. 

Josh Etchberger ('13) has one more
year at Butler to finish a five-year
program in mechanical engineering
and computer science. He is working
this summer at Molex for his second
summer internship.

Sydnee Holly ('13) was among a
group of University of Dayton
students engaged in a day of
research, creativity, and discovery
and showcasing their intellectual and
creative accomplishments at the 2017
Brother Joseph W. Stander
Symposium.

Everly Jazi ('13) is working as a
National Park Service ranger at
Katmai National Park in Alaska this
summer. She graduated magna cum
laude from George Washington
University in December.

Izzy Litwack ('13) recently graduated
cum laude from Ball State University
with a degree in Health Education.
She will be attending the University of
Illinois Chicago in August to start a
Master in Public Health with a
specialization in Maternal and Child
Health. Her dream is to end up
teaching health at UHS. At U of I
Chicago, she will be roommates with
fellow UHS alumni Rachel Ornstein
who will also be getting her master’s
degree at the same school. 

Melanie Metzman ('13) graduated
from Indiana University in May with a
degree in Journalism and Media
Communications. She spent her
senior year as Regional Editor for the
Indiana Student Daily. Melanie
accepted a position with Paladin
Software in Los Angeles and
relocated there in June 2017.

Clay Langley ('13) graduated cum
laude from DePauw University in May
with dual majors in computer science
and psychology. He will start work
later this summer as a software
development engineer at Amazon's
headquarters in Seattle.

Ally Pockrass ('13) recently
graduated with a BFA from the School
of the Art Institute of Chicago with an
emphasis in Painting and Drawing
and Art History, Theory and Criticism,
where she found and lead the
Feminist student group and received
two Excellence in Student Leadership
Awards and a Graduating Student
Leader award. She presented her
undergraduate thesis on Jewish
Identity in 1970s Feminist Art at the
Midwest Art History Society
Conference at the Cleveland Museum
of Art. Ally is currently apartment
hunting in New York City, where she
is starting her master’s in art history
at the Institute of Fine Arts at New
York University.

Mary Watkins ('13) graduated cum
laude from the College of Charleston
with degrees in Spanish and Marine
Biology. This fall she will be attending
veterinary school at Oklahoma State
University in Stillwater, Oklahoma.

Kevin Kaspar ('14) is living in San
Francisco as an intern at Brouwer &
Janachowski, a wealth management
firm. He writes that he is "putting his
wit and dry humor to good use as a
contributor to the Pacers fan site,
8points9seconds.com." He is also the
Chief Visionary Officer for Hoosier
Pride Products, born out of a Butler
University class.

Haley Krieble ('14) recently started
working at Prevail, which is a
women's advocacy and support
program in Hamilton County. She is a
protective order advocate, filing
protective order paperwork for women
who come to them for help in abusive
situations. 

Anthony Maranto ('14) received his
4th scholarship from the Risk
Management Association of Indiana
for outstanding academic
performance and outstanding
community and student involvement.
Also, he was made an honorary
member of the Association.

Jacob Metzman ('14) Finished up his
junior year as a computer science
major at the University of Southern
California and made Dean's List. He
worked at the Jet Propulsion Lab in
Pasadena during the year. Jacob
accepted an internship with
Bloomberg Finance in New York City
for the summer.

Taylor Rodgers ('14) started the
Doctorate of Physical Therapy
program at the University of
Evansville on Monday, June 12.

Naveen Rau ('14) Is entering his
senior year at St. Louis University
pursuing a degree in political science
and writes in, "This summer I will be
going to Fort Knox, Kentucky to
conduct military training. The training
is called Cadet Leadership Course
(CLC for short) and I will be tested on
my knowledge of certain tactics and
techniques that are required of me as
a future army officer. I will then be
going to Fort Sill, Oklahoma to
conduct Cadet Troop Leader Training
(CTLT for short) where I will be placed
into an active duty Field Artillery unit
and be expected to serve in
lieutenant-level leadership positions.
All of the military training that I am
conducting this summer is a part of
my Army ROTC program at St Louis
University."

Trent Thomas ('14) attends Indiana
University Bloomington. He will
graduate in spring 2018 with a degree
from The School of Informatics and
Computing with a major in Informatics
and a cognate (minor) in
cybersecurity. This summer he is
interning in cybersecurity at Humana
in Louisville, Kentucky.

Benjamin Vesper ('14) is interning
this summer with the city of
Indianapolis Veterans Affairs office.

Eric Metzman ('15) Completed his
sophomore year at Indiana University
as a Biology major on a premed track.
His is working this summer with
Arthrex an orthopedic medical device
company and is also an EMT.

Robin MacKellar ('15) has
completed her sophomore year at
Dickinson College in Carlisle, PA
where she is majoring in international
business and minoring in Italian. She
is currently working as a summer
intern with Sprint at the regional office
in Indianapolis. In August she will be
heading off to Italy to spend the fall
semester at the University of Bologna.

Nia Townsend ('15) attends Ball
State University as an education
major and has been on the Dean's
List each of her four semesters. For
her junior year she will be in the
highly selective Immersive Learning
Program for Education. While
attending Ball State she also
volunteers at M.O.M., Motivate our
Minds, helping Muncie elementary
students with their homework, E.I.L.,
an Excellence in Leadership program
that develops projects for helping
students throughout the Muncie
school system (her team received
‘Best Program’ award), and with Riley
Children’s Foundation – Dance
Marathon Leadership Team.

Lizzie Berry ('15) is a Junior in the
Honors program at Rollins College
double majoring in Spanish and
Psychology. She is participating in the
ISA (International Study Aboard)
program this fall at the University of
Belgrano, Buenos Aires, Argentina.
Lizzie was nominated and awarded
the Tars 2000 James Fay Endowed
Scholarship for Rollins Varsity
Rowing.

Melissa Kraft ('15) received the
Maynard Award for Excellence in
Women and Gender Studies was
inducted into Psi Chi (the international
psychology honor society), and
finished the semester with honors
with distinction. She is a rising junior
at SMU double majoring in
psychology and sociology and
minoring in women and gender
studies and education.

Lauren Ciulla ('15) has earned the
Congressional Award Gold Medal. To
receive this award, she completed
over 400 community service hours,
spent 200 hours developing musical
skills practicing advanced clarinet
pieces, and devoted over 200 hours
to physical fitness improving her
tennis skills. She fulfilled the
exploration component—which has to
be at least four days—with a trip to
India.

Alyson Cline ('16) made the Dean’s
List both semesters at Ivy Tech and
was awarded two human service
recognitions/awards.

Christian Langley ('16) has
completed his first year in the
engineering program at Purdue
University.

Madeline Hudson ('16) was on
Dean’s List at Loyola Chicago this last
semester. She is transferring to
Indiana University from Loyola for the
fall. She will be in the Collins Living
Learning Community and was just
accepted as a Hudson & Holland
Scholar at IU. This summer, she is
serving as a Congressional Intern for
Representative Andre Carson.

Brahm Landis ('16) was named to
the University of Alabama Dean's List
for spring 2017.

Ben Klemz ('16) was named to the
University of Alabama Dean's List for
spring 2017.

Zachary Nerney ('16) was named to
the spring 2017 Dean's List at
University of Dayton.

Katharine Ruegger ('16) recently
completed a community arts
residency in Lake County, CA and will
graduate from Dell'Arte International
School of Physical Theatre mid-June.
She looks forward to spending her
summer studying English and
agriculture through the Arete Project,
a women's branch of Deep Springs
College in rural North Carolina. She
will attend Bennington College in
Vermont next fall.

Andy Metzman ('17) has completed
training as an EMT and has accepted
summer employment at Star
Ambulance. He will attend Indiana
University and major in Chemistry on
a premed track.

Quick Links
UHS Website    My BackPack    School Calendar

UHS Athletics Website    Back-to-School Resource Center
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